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NOW AND AT THE HOUR OF HOUR DEATH. AMEN 
Our life is a perennial temptation. We are immersed in it, we float, we struggle, we fall, we are defeated by it without even realising it. The temptation is fourfold: in words, in deeds, in thoughts, in omissions. It is as if we were attacked by it on all sides. There is no escape. We can apply to temptation that beautiful image of the prophet Joel: “Hear this, you elders! Pay attention, all you who dwell in the land! Has the like of this happened in your days, or in the days of your fathers? Tell it to your children, and your children to their children, and their children to the next generation. What the cutter left, the locust swarm has eaten; What the locust swarm left, the grasshopper has eaten; And what the grasshopper left, the devourer has eaten. Wake up, you drunkards, and weep; wail, all you drinkers of wine, Because the juice of the grape will be withheld from your mouths. For a people has invaded my land, mighty and without number; His teeth are the teeth of a lion, and his molars those of a lioness. He has laid waste my vine, and blighted my fig tree; He has stripped it, sheared off its bark; its branches are made white.” (Jl 1,2-7). Grasshopper – words, locust – deeds, caterpillar – thoughts, cricket – omissions. This well-trained army, driven solely by a voracious desire to destroy every breath of truth, grace and God's will in our hearts and minds, bodies and souls, besieges our lives every day. Its teeth crush and its jaws grind, devour and swallow. Today, in particular, this army has become invisible. It passes through the ether. It invades our homes. It enters our thoughts. It disrupts our lives. We lose every green leaf. We become dry branches. Invisibility is its deadly weapon. We are overwhelmed by the invisible, by the almost non-existent. Where reality used to put a brake on things, where physicality was an obstacle, the unreal world we have built for ourselves makes us see that everything is a game. At first. But this is only the strategy of temptation. It wants us to believe that everything is simple, right, holy, necessary, true, a need of the soul and body. Without a heavenly armour, we are lost. The Church has identified this infallible protection in the Virgin Mary. She is the Fortress, the Defence, the Wall, the Bunker that protects, defends and saves from temptation. 
The mighty intercession of the Virgin Mary must make what the prophet Joel himself narrates in his prophecy: “Fear not, beasts of the field! for the pastures of the plain are green; The tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and the vine give their yield. And do you, O children of Zion, exult and rejoice in the LORD, your God! He has given you the teacher of justice: he has made the rain come down for you, the early and the late rain as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. And I will repay you for the years which the locust has eaten, The grasshopper, the devourer, and the cutter, my great army which I sent among you. You shall eat and be filled, and shall praise the name of the LORD, your God, Because he has dealt wondrously with you; my people shall nevermore be put to shame. And you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel; I am the LORD, your God, and there is no other; my people shall nevermore be put to shame.” (Jl 2,22-27). The Virgin Mary is the Shield that deflects all the deadly bullets of every temptation. Our duty is to invoke Her, to pray Her with love, to live a relationship of true filial piety with Her, to choose Her as our Mother, to desire her help, her intercession, and her prayer every day. Since we are always in temptation, we always need Her powerful hand to grasp us, pull us out, and save us.
Today, more than ever, we must ask Her for one grace: to help us anticipate temptation by showing us where it is hidden as the father does with the son in the Book of Proverbs: “My son, keep my words, and treasure my commands. Keep my commands and live, my teaching as the apple of your eye; Bind them on your fingers, write them on the tablet of your heart. Say to Wisdom, "You are my sister!" call Understanding, "Friend!" That they may keep you from another's wife, from the adulteress with her smooth words. For at the window of my house, through my lattice I looked out -  And I saw among the simple ones, I observed among the young men, a youth with no sense, Going along the street near the corner, then walking in the direction of her house -  In the twilight, at dusk of day, at the time of the dark of night. And lo! the woman comes to meet him, robed like a harlot, with secret designs -  She is fickle and unruly, in her home her feet cannot rest; Now she is in the streets, now in the open squares, and at every corner she lurks in ambush -  When she seizes him, she kisses him, and with an impudent look says to him: "I owed peace offerings, and today I have fulfilled my vows; So I came out to meet you, to look for you, and I have found you! With coverlets I have spread my couch, with brocaded cloths of Egyptian linen; I have sprinkled my bed with myrrh, with aloes, and with cinnamon. "Come, let us drink our fill of love, until morning, let us feast on love! For my husband is not at home, he has gone on a long journey; A bag of money he took with him, not till the full moon will he return home." She wins him over by her repeated urging, with her smooth lips she leads him astray; He follows her stupidly, like an ox that is led to slaughter; Like a stag that minces toward the net, till an arrow pierces its liver; Like a bird that rushes into a snare, unaware that its life is at stake. So now, O children, listen to me, be attentive to the words of my mouth! Let not your heart turn to her ways, go not astray in her paths; For many are those she has struck down dead, numerous, those she has slain. Her house is made up of ways to the nether world, leading down into the chambers of death.  (Pr 7,1-27). Mother of Redemption, obtain for us a meek and humble heart, always willing to be guided by You. Thus we will know temptation and we will overcome it with the grace of your Son. Without your help, no one will know temptation and will fall miserably. 14 December 2025
